‘While the Union Budget 2014-15 reads in favour of the higher education sector with a 13 per
cent increase in allocation, its true test lies in implementation and delivery, say experts
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he unveiling of the Uniom Budget
I 201415 was surrounded by a lot
af hrouhahas ax it was the Gret indi-
cator aof what's bo comse under the
RIP reginee. All spoculations were silenced
on July 10 with debatant Finance Mimister
Arum Jaithey presenting a rather consenvative
and realistic plan, Some termed i 5 “na big
bang” hudget, while others deemed it opti-
migtic, a8 opposed 1o the “magic pill™ that
was I Bne with the Gigarat Meslel,
The husdget seems like o practioal response to
the curment needs of the country, albeit with
] l‘:'-u' iceups and concerns,
A study by Prashant Kumar, Tanubi
Npumpmarhd Sanat Kapar in the Ohserver
rch Foundation tithed, *2014-15 Bud-
Ret: .ﬂ. lock throagh graphs® states, “With
the increasing demand for & sldlled Iabowr
&n;e, higher edwcation has hun“}“mﬂrd
igh priorily even ansong vanioms jon
levets, The change in the allocations over the
years supports this assertion. This trend was
ﬁsiuh‘ started by the MDA in the ning
off the meillennbam amd followed by the UPA
povernment.”

The higher education sector, has rea-
scns bo both rejoboe and be worried, as it
received a 12.9 per cent boost in allocation
from £i24.485 crore to £27,656 crore. Prof P
Thyagarajan, former Vice Chancellor of
Madras Unversity, says, "Higher

education experts expect a minimum of 3

roent of GDP bo be allccated to the sechor,

omly L5 per cent has been allocated. This

compled with the vast disparity in State al-
location means onhy around 0u2-1.2 r:j
In different states.”
Major highlights
The government bas recognised the peed to
’be om par with universities abroad, as Jaitley
stated that emphasis will be laid on estab-
lishing, Centres of Workd Class Education, a
move that has been welcomed in the light of
lismal rankings of our indtitutions im global
rankimgs. To taloe this vision forwand, he has
proposed bo invest in the scale-ap of proven
models of apexinstitutions Ble Indien Insti-
tutes of Technology (11Ts), Indian Institutes
of Managensent ([1Ms) and All India Insti-
tutes of Medicsl Schences (AJIMS]L

Five mew IITs will be set ap in Jammu,
Chattisgarh, Goa, Amlhra Pradesh and
Kerala, while 11605 will find campuses in
Himachal Pradesh, Panjab, Bihar, Odisha
and Mabarashira, Four AIIMS will be set up
Ins Anddhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Vidarbha
and Purvanschal with 2500 onone. Sic ATIMS
have jast become fandctional at Jodhpur,
Bhopal, Patna, Rishikesh, Bhubaneswar
anad Badpaar,

new |5 wil be setup in Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Bikar,
Oudisha and Mafarasht, o AlIMS 1o be established in Andhra Pradesh,

Wit Beagal Vidnrha and Pusasch sl in sddiBon bethe sl that b st
b ome hurcBaaal, IMs e mhio ben g epanded (o fve s m il — laam,
Gaa, Chatfisgash Andbrs Pradeih md Kerdla

[r Kam bai, former Dean, Madrs
Mdical College, Chensal, is of the opinion
ikt establishing mary ATIMS in the country
is & feasible and encoaraging decision. “It
will be & great motivation for research and
specialistion in the ks sought -afber special-
thes, Since it ks a nations] initlative, rescarch
grants will lh:be'l'ﬂv;lndlndun'lndmd
neseapch will i
ing em mnwhﬁunat-md. When asked

ahout the i and d

im the country, ben;m. “I i emsential that
with this plan to expand, they support the
meedlical frtemity with betier salarics and
perke For e sake of students, the foe struc-
tare should be revised and perks shoald be
given bo them lo pursue ran: specialisathons,
even in remote areas.”

With a shortage of around 1.2 million
teachers in the country already, there ex-
ists n concern about diation of guality snd
massive levels of understaffing. Prof Thya-
garajan, who chairs committees in the Uni-
versity Grants Comenkssbon, says, “Setting
up of mare [1Ms and 1TTs is certainky an at-
iractive announcement, but itwon' sobve the
quality ke, These projects showld not take
off umtil the Mindstry eorsolidates plans al-
neady Iaanched, likoe e plan b set up 12 new
Central Universithes, We require systemie
changes first 1o suppon mere Institathons of

SETTING UP OF MORE ITMs AND
IITs IS CERTAINLY AN ATTRACTIVE
ANNOUNCEMENT, BUT IT WON'T

z SOLVE THE QUALITY ISSUE - — R
— PROF P THYAGARAJAN | —< ﬁ A
e FMR VICE CHANCELLOR, UNIVERSITY —1e



higher education, which involves also having
A robust teacher induction programme to up-
date kmowledge, bring them up-to-date with
new technology and ensure they get hands-

ﬂi&hﬂmm Dean Eﬂanmmmtg

velopment Institute (MDI), Gurgaon, con-
curs on the issue of quality, “Merely a brand
name is not going to iny education.
We require quality teachers for this,
which the system is currently lacking. Setting
up more institutes will further aggravate the

situation and, in case of failure, will result in
tilationof the 1 =

In answer to the concern about faculty,
a ?500 crore outlay was announced for the
Pandit Madan Mohan Malviva Mew Teach-
ers’ Training programme (named after the
Indian educationist and politician) that aims
totrain students of professional who
aspire to become teachers. It is said that
neardy 20,000 teacher trainees will benefit
from this plan.

Additionally, Biotechnology clusters will
be set up in Bangalore and Faridabad to sup-
port advancements in Science and Technol-
ogy. Given that the government is seeking to
steady the boat by supporting the backbone

1200

crore has been set aside
toset up agriculiure and

horticulture universities in
Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Haryana and Telangana

of the economy — agriculture, they have also
decided to invest 200 crore in setting up
agriculture universities in Andhra Pradesh
and Rajasthan and horticulture universities
in Haryana and T na. Besides, 12 more
government medical colleges will be set up
with dental facilities.

In response to the affordability and acces-
sibility issues set forth, the plan also envis-
ages selting up virtual classrooms as Com-
munication Links" Interface for Cultivating
Knowledge (CLICK) and increasing access
to online courses. A sum of 100 crore
has been set aside for this. There has
also been an increase in allocation
for the Rashtriva Uchehatar Shik-
sha Abhivan from 2400 crore to
2,200 crore for a central focus
01 ACCess, aquitjr:md quality
in higher education.

Skill

Development
HRD Minister
Smriti Irani
went on
record to

THE EXISTING NATIONAL SKILL
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION HAS
% UTTERLY FAILED THUS FAR
‘Sl IN ACHIEVING ITS PURPOSE. THE NEED
OF THE HOUR IS TO IMPLEMENT

‘ THE INTENT — PROF ATMANAND,

state that the fo-
cus of the budget

has been on educa-
tion and skill devel-

opment. In this light, a
national multi-scale pro-
gramme called Skill India
will be introduced to bridge
the skill gap in our workforee,
which will have a direct impact
on the economy. Most welcome this
move as the quality of graduates has

deteriorated, with no skills to match the
demands of the industry. But again, the

Prof Atmanand says, “This plan was vi-
sualised to impart employability and entre-
preneurship skills to the youth by merging
various schemes from across ministries. It
has also been proposed to change appren-
ticeship law that governs the on-the-job
training scheme to make it more respon-
sive to industry and the intended benefi-
ciary. The existing National Skill Develop-
ment Corporation has utterly failed thus
far in achieving its purpose. The need of
the hour is to implement the intent.” An-
other exciting move planned is to set up the
Young Leaders Programme (YLF) with
100 crore, Although details aren't
available yet, YLP was envisaged
with the objective of promaoting
young talent in the country
in various spheres.

Contirtued
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Alert for entrepreneurs

It is aleos o time of firstx, as the budget plans to ghee a fillp to
small-scale entrepreneurship in the tech industry in the form
of the Startup Village Entreprencurship Scheme, A whopping
1 crore has been allocated for the same. Acconding to
Sdjo Kumnilla George, Foumding CEOof Startap Village, Bochi,
Imdin’s first PPP model technology business incubator, the
budget has for the firsst time identificd the challenges faced
by Indinn startups, which is a “great opportundty”. “What is
also interesting & to mote s that 210000 crope has been ear-
marked to serve as a catalyst to attract private capital and is
aligmed with the istent of providing a condacive enviranment
for startups, I properly implemented. this will resoltinlarges
inflows inbo the dartup eoosystom and will result in muoltiplier
eHects in the economy.”

Mot one to mince words, George savs that more than the
momey, what = required i= also the right policy enviromment
tosuppen starteps and the mindset o promeate talent amoeng
youngsters, “One can only hope the government sucoveds in
this. The Bz platform that was talked aboat in the budge
would help India improve its mnkings substantially in the
Eaze of Doing Business indexes. Ax with entrepreneurship,
it's all about exeoution, and the impact of these programmaes
will depensd on effective and timey mmplementation.”

He adds, "I the first time that woerds |8e soffware prod-
et starup, aooelerators and inmbators am being heard ina
teudiget speech. Jaithey has put s ot of emphasis on promoting
entreprencurship, fostering skill development and empower-
ing the youth. That 1 see as a postive sigm, a much needed one
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I“m‘ll .-'\l.l'l'ml'ml'ul :li'i VRAVE, '-I t 13 good 10 see the government

crouraging the entreprepeurship spirst of its people which,
sy far, was helng tappsed by ventiere capitafisss in the private
puector. This will provide for money creation not ondy forongi-
mators of ideas but will alzo genemte jobs and reoalt in ocvemll
development of the economy. However, what thegovernment
s required to ensure is that this money i properly channel-
sed, Further, the governmeni has financial stake in starups,
1 shamkd provide functional autonemy; they shoukd doaway
with the: red tape,”

Removing roadblocks

The budget has envisaged making technology mailable at a
cheaper mie = tablets, smart phones and compaters — which
addresses the need for afford ability, iInnovation and an inclo-
sive kind of growth., Geomge savs, “We are a conmtny of a bil-
I people. The budget rightly stresses on the issue of digital
divide and the critical infrastructure gaps that exast in the
coumtry. Affordable and innoative serviee delivery can only
b achieved by leveraging fechnology, and in that regand, it's
Imyperative that the means of digital prodwetion and consump-
thom (computers and smart phones) and the right support
epniponasent (smart cities) are encouraged. Cheager phones
and smart phones will definitey ald adoption of echnology
and smart cities will fadlitate urbanisation.”

T alzn ease the minds of worried parents and stodents
about afordsbility of education, the government also plans
to ease and simplify porms to fadlitate edwcation loans for
higher shedies,

Increasing the cverall sutlay in higher education and pin-
pointing key arcas that need to be addressed have been the
briggest takenways from the budget. Proactive, attmetive and
optimistic in #s intent, support in the form of Central grands,
poaod rodmapes for implementation, methods for monforing
and evaluation can see the plans through to suceess,
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